
 

 

ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE  

5 September 2022 

HEDGE END TOWN COUNCIL  

COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW 

Report of the Executive Head of Governance (Monitoring Officer) 

 

Recommendation(s) 

It is recommended that the Administration Committee: 
 
(1) Considers this report and responses received to the first consultation;  

(2) Considers the proposals for changes to the current warding arrangements for 
Hedge End Town Council; and 

(3) Agrees that the proposed changes are published and a second public 
consultation is carried out for a period of 2 weeks (12-25 September 2022).    

 

Summary 
Chapter 3, part 4 of the 2007 Act devolves the power to take decisions about matters such 
as the creation of parishes and their electoral arrangements to Local Government and 
local communities in England. 
 
At their Annual General Meeting on 18 May 2022, Hedge End Town Council resolved that: 
“Eastleigh Borough Council conducts a Community Governance Review (CGR) in time for 
the 2023 Town Council Elections to better equalise councillor/elector ratios”.  
 
On 27 June 2022, the Administration Committee agreed that a CGR for Hedge End Town 
Council would be carried out. The Terms of Reference and timeline for the review were 
also agreed. The first public consultation commenced on 18 July 2022 and ran for 4 weeks 
to 14 August 2022. This invited initial submissions based on future arrangements.  
 
This report presents the findings from that consultation and proposes the changes that 
should be made which will be subject to a second two week consultation (12-25 
September 2022).  
 

Statutory Powers 
 
Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 
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Strategic Implications  

1. The content of this report does not directly contribute to the achievement of 
Corporate Plan objectives. However, given population and housing growth, it 
is important time is taken to review our community governance arrangements 
and ensure they are reflective of the identities and interests of the community 
in that area and that they are effective and convenient. 

Introduction 

2. Under the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007, local 
authorities have the power to stimulate debate in respect of parish 
boundaries.  

3. As the Principal Authority, Eastleigh Borough Council is responsible for 
undertaking community governance reviews. On 18 May 2022, Hedge End 
Town Council resolved: 

“To request Eastleigh Borough Council conducts a Community Governance 
Review in time for the 2023 Town Council Elections to better equalise 
councillor/elector ratios.” 

4. The Administrative Committee agreed that a CGR would be conducted for 
Hedge End Town Council on 27 June 2022.  

Consultation 

5. On 13 July 2022 the Council published a notice of the Community 
Governance Review (appendix 1) with details on its website.  

6. The Executive Head of Governance (Monitoring Officer) formally notified the 
following stakeholders of the review: 

 Hampshire County Council 

 Clerks for Parish and Town Councils in the Borough of Eastleigh 

 Paul Holmes, MP for Eastleigh 

 Steve Brine, MP for Winchester and Chandler’s Ford 

 Local Government Boundary Commission 

 Hampshire Association of Local Council (HALC) 

 National Association of Local Councils (NALC) 

 Fareham Borough Council 

 Test Valley Borough Council 

https://www.eastleigh.gov.uk/council/general-public-information/community-governance-review/hedge-end-community-governance-review
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 Winchester City Council 

 Southampton City Council  

7. Hedge End Town Council currently has nine wards, represented by 22 Town 
Councillors who are elected every four years. The review is suggesting that 
the nine wards are combined to create four wards, which would be given new 
names. It is proposed the four wards are represented by 18 Town Councillors 
in total. This proposal would provide a more equal balance between 
councillors and electors.  

8. A social media campaign commenced to raise awareness of the review along 
with posters displayed in Hedge End.  An online consultation to seek views on 
the plans commenced Monday 18 July 2022 and ran for 4 weeks to midnight 
on 14 August 2022. Hard copy consultation responses were also available at 
Hedge End Town Council office and Hedge End Library.  

9. A total of 96 responses to the consultation were received, all of these were via 
the online facility with no hard copy responses being returned.  

10. A summary of the responses can be found in Appendix 2.  

 72/96 (75%) agree that the nine wards should be combined to create 4 
wards; 

 57/96 (59%) agree that the number of councillors should reduce from 22 to 
18; 

 65/96 (68%) agreed to the proposed names of the new wards.  

11. Some queries and comments arose during the consultation regarding services 
and the current electorate/councillor ratios. For clarity this is shown in 
appendix 3 and will be published as part of the next public consultation. 

12. A full copy of the responses received was provided to Hedge End Town 
Council on 17 August 2022 for consideration ahead of this Committee 
meeting. 

Proposal 

13. It is recommended that the following proposal is considered by this Committee 
and agreement is given to seeking further views via public consultation (12-25 
September 2022): 

1) That Hedge End Town Council consists of 4 wards named Kings Copse, 
Village, Berry and Park to be represented by 18 Councillors divided as 
follows: 

i) Kings Copse – 5 Councillors 

ii) Village – 5 Councillors 
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iii) Berry – 4 Councillors 

iv) Park – 4 Councillors  

Financial Implications 

14. There will be minimal administrative costs relating to any potential changes 
which can be absorbed within current staffing budgets.  

Risk Assessment 

15. The Borough Council has a responsibility, under its governance 
arrangements, to ensure that parish councils within the Borough are, in 
electoral terms, structured and organised appropriately, in order that they can 
serve the public need as effectively as possible.  

Equality and Diversity Implications 

16. When conducting community governance reviews, the Council will ensure that 
all affected residents are given the opportunity to comment and feedback 
using a variety of communication mechanisms to ensure inclusivity and attract 
a diverse mix of opinions reflecting community needs.  

Climate Change and Environmental Implications 

17. There are no climate change or environmental implications arising from this 
decision, it is a decision concerned with governance arrangements.  

Conclusion 

18. This Committee is asked to consider the proposed changes to the warding 
arrangements for Hedge End Town Council and to seek further public views 
by way of a 2 week public consultation.  

19. Following this any further representation will be considered before final 
recommendations are presented to the Administration Committee who 
recommend Council agrees to the drafting of a Reorganisation Order.  

 

JOANNE CASSAR 
EXECUTIVE HEAD OF GOVERNANCE (MONITORING OFFICER) 

 
Date: 18 August 2022 
Contact Officer: Joanne Cassar  
Tel No: 02380 688015 
e-mail: joanne.cassar@eastleigh.gov.uk 
Appendices Attached: three 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - SECTION 100D 



 Eastleigh Borough Council 
 
  

The following is a list of documents which disclose facts or matters on which this 
report or an important part of it is based and have been relied upon to a material 
extent in the preparation of this report. This list does not include any published works 
or documents which would disclose exempt or confidential information. 

* None. 


